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p l a n n i n g  n o t e s
The Albany spiral staircase is available in both clock-
wise and counter-clockwise ascending directions.
There are 13 treads to the circle (360 degrees). 
This means that an average flight (13 risers/treads)
rotates a full circle. Each rise is 8” (203 mm). Stair 
elevations may be adjusted by reducing or adding 
to each riser as needed. There is a small charge for 
this service. To determine the correct number of 
complete risers required, simply divide your eleva-
tion by 8” (203 mm). Each riser comes equipped to
accommodate one Georgian Baluster.
Where building codes prevail or safety conditions
require, additional balusters may be installed on 
each tread. (See Optional Parts below).

Landing note: 
1. The landing plate and the top tread must form 
a square platform when bolted together. 
(See diagram). The minimum size of the 4’ Albany
landing is 25”x 25” (635 mm x 635 mm); for the
5’ Albany it is 31.5” x 31.5” (800 mm x 800 mm).
2. The thickness of the landing plate should not be
greater than 2” to allow for sufficient headroom.

The Albany cast iron spiral staircase has been Steptoe’s most celebrated product since it was introduced in 1976. So popular 
is the 4’ diameter Albany design that this model is now also offered in a 5’ diameter, providing 50% more tread surface than 
the original 4’ Albany. This modular structure has been modified several times over the years to offer superb styling with  
ease of installation. Adapted from a design that first appeared in England around 1870, the Albany was used primarily as an 
industrial stair. Throughout the decades its use has evolved. Today, the Albany is seen as an excellent way to access lofts, 
balconies, decks or a wall of bookshelves. It is also an ideal way to open up an attic and unused space on a lower level.
Primarily designed for use as a secondary stair, the Albany is sturdy and simple when viewed in elevation. The one-piece 
tread and riser casting has a beautifully detailed tread surface. The open fretwork tread design permits light to pass through. 
This makes the Albany particularly suitable for exterior installation, as snow and rain do not collect on the surface. 
The 4’ Albany occupies only 16 sq. ft. or 1.49 sq. meters. It is the ideal solution where space is at a premium. Where space
allows, consider the 5’ Albany, which requires 25 sq. ft. or 2.3 sq. meters.

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s
Diameter: 4’ (1220 mm) and 5’ (1524 mm)
clockwise or counter-clockwise ascending.
Stair rise: 8” (203 mm). 
Weight: 45 lbs. (20.5 kgs.) for 4’ diameter,
and 80 lbs. (36.29 kgs.) for 5’ diameter,
per complete riser (includes Georgian baluster, 
tread, pole and handrail).
Rotation: Each tread = 27.69 degrees; 
13 treads = 360 degrees.
Baluster height: 38.5” (978 mm).
Handrail: 1.5” (38 mm) diameter black steel tube 
is standard. Brass tubular handrail, optional.
End scroll is included.
Finish: Satin powder coated black. 
Optional zinc powder primer is available for 
exterior applications, for an additional charge. 
Instructions: All hardware and complete 
assembly instructions are provided with 
each staircase kit.
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Upper level plan view: counter-clockwise ascending
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(optional, see note)

4' Albany staircase

5' Albany staircase

A note about building codes: 
Codes vary across the country. Consult your local authority. 
Steptoe & Wife Antiques Ltd. guarantees the Steptoe ® staircase 
for materials only; there is no representation or warranty other 
than for the quality of the materials supplied. We are not 
responsible for incorrect or inappropriate installation.
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o p t i o n a l  p a r t s
A selection of stock and custom components is
available to complete and customize the Albany 
installation. Refer to Steptoe’s price sheet for a 
more comprehensive listing of these optional parts.
Landings: Custom cast aluminum or steel plate 
landings can be made to each job’s specifications. 
Whatever shape the stairwell may be, Steptoe’s shop 
can create the necessary landing. Alternatively, 
a local carpenter or metal fabricator can prepare 
the landing from a wide range of materials.
Angle collar: This small brass attachment permits 
the connection of straight handrail to the brass 
finial ball supplied with the staircase. 
Extension railings: Straight lengths of tube 
(steel or brass) are sold, per foot, to be used 
as handrails.
Georgian balusters: Stair treads can accommo-
date up to three Georgian balusters, if necessary, 
to satisfy specific job requirements. Standard 
baluster height is 38.5” (978 mm). Additional 
balusters are available in different heights and

come with either hanger screws or machine bolts 
for individual anchoring (See page 11). Treads are
drilled for this option at no extra cost.
Well ring: Large circular rail to follow the line of 
the circular well. One leg attaches to finial ball.

Custom designs can be fabricated in our factory. 
Steptoe welcomes your drawings and suggestions.
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Steptoe designed and built the first 5’ diameter Barclay cast iron spiral staircase in 1981. Modeled on the structure of a staircase 

salvaged from a paper mill in the Ottawa Valley, the Barclay’s decorative details are similar to much of the cast iron decoration 

that appeared in commercial stairways and residential railings during the middle of the 19th century. The Barclay has intricate 

fretwork risers and side panels. The tread surface is solid with a deep embossed pattern that imitates the riser design. It is strong 

and heavy. Each complete riser is composed of three castings that bolt together to create an elegant yet substantial structure. 

The Barclay cast iron spiral staircase was selected for the masco “House of the 90s” project, built for the National Association 

of Home Builders exhibition in Atlanta. It has found its way onto countless movie and theatrical sets and into the homes of 

many discerning clients around the world. If space affords, the luxury of the Barclay staircase is well worthwhile. 

It provides 50% more tread surface than the 4’ Albany and is the leading choice for those seeking a traditional touch to 

complement any décor. The Barclay occupies 25 sq. ft. or 2.3 sq. meters.
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5 s t e p t o e & w i f e a n t i q u e s l t d .

p l a n n i n g  n o t e s
The Barclay spiral staircase is available in 5’(1524 mm) 
diameter clockwise ascending direction. Each stair 
rise is 8.125” (206 mm) and the rotation is 13 treads 
to the circle (360 degrees). Steel shims are provided, 
at no cost, to easily raise the elevation of the overall
staircase if required. Alternatively, each riser may be
machined down to reduce this height. There is a ser-
vice charge for machining. To determine the correct
number of risers required, simply divide your eleva-
tion by the height of each riser (8.125” or 206 mm).
Each riser comes equipped to accommodate one
Georgian Baluster. Where building codes prevail or
safety conditions require, additional balusters may be
installed on each tread. (See Optional Parts below).

Landing note: 1. The landing plate and the top 
tread must form a square platform when bolted
together. (See diagram). The minimum size of 
the landing is 31.5” x 31.5” (800 mm x 800 mm). 
2. The thickness of the landing plate should not be
greater than 2” to allow for sufficient headroom.

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s
Diameter: 5’ (1524 mm) clockwise ascending. 
Stair rise: 8.125” (206 mm).
Weight: 85 lbs. (38.6 kgs.) per complete riser
(includes Georgian baluster, pole, handrail, 
tread, riser and side panel). 
Rotation: Each tread = 27.69°; 13 treads = 360°.
Baluster height: 38.5” (978 mm).
Handrail: 1.5” (38 mm) diameter black steel 
tube is standard. Brass tubular handrail, optional.
End scroll included.
Finish: Satin powder coated black. 
Optional zinc powder primer is available for 
exterior applications, for an additional charge. 
Instructions: All hardware and complete 
assembly instructions are provided with 
each staircase kit.

o p t i o n a l  p a r t s
A selection of stock and custom components is 
available to complete and customize the Barclay
installation. Refer to Steptoe’s price sheet for a 
more comprehensive listing of these optional parts.
Landings: Custom cast aluminum or steel plate 
landings can be made to each job’s specifications. 
Whatever shape the stairwell may be, Steptoe’s 
shop can create the necessary landing. Alternatively, 
a local carpenter or metal fabricator can prepare 
the landing from a wide range of materials.
Angle collar: This small brass attachment permits 
the connection of straight handrail to the brass 
finial ball supplied with the staircase. 
Extension railings: Straight lengths of tube (steel 
or brass) are sold, per foot, to be used as handrails.
Georgian balusters: Stair treads can accommodate 
up to three Georgian balusters, if necessary, to 
satisfy specific job requirements. Standard baluster
height is 38.5” (978 mm). Additional balusters are
available in different heights and come with either
hanger screws or machine bolts for individual 
anchoring (See page 11). Treads are drilled for this
option at no extra cost.
Well ring: Large circular rail to follow the line of 
the circular well. One leg attaches to finial ball.

Custom designs can be fabricated in our factory. 
Steptoe welcomes your drawings and suggestions.

A note about building codes: 
Codes vary across the country. Consult your local authority. 
Steptoe & Wife Antiques Ltd. guarantees the Steptoe ® staircase 
for materials only; there is no representation or warranty other 
than for the quality of the materials supplied. We are not 
responsible for incorrect or inappropriate installation.

Centre pole
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1st tread 
surface panel

1st side panel 1st riser panel
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7 s t e p t o e & w i f e a n t i q u e s l t d .

The Kensington straight staircase holds a unique place in the world of historic building products. Its design is inspired 

by modular cast iron stairs dating from the mid-1800s. Cast iron was considered to be the wonder metal for construction

materials; it became the product of choice for quality, durability and design capabilities. The modular cast iron component 

design of the Kensington consists of one tread, one riser panel and a left and right side panel. These parts are bolted together

during assembly to create the staircase. Steel channels are required to support the bolted components and are put in place

prior to assembly. The Steptoe Kensington staircase has been improved with new patterns to reflect our sales experience 

since its introduction in 1982. The standard width tread has been increased to a 48” (1220 mm) module. Alternative widths, 

larger and smaller, can be achieved through custom fabrication. In addition to the extended width of the new Kensington, 

Steptoe has revised the rise and run of the Kensington to 7” (178 mm) and 11” (275 mm). These dimensions are consistent 

with most current national and municipal building codes.

The final improvement to the Kensington is a re-
designed tread surface. The relief design now reflects 
the pattern found on the riser and side panels
(see illustration below). This provides for a cohesive 
overall decorative look. Handrails, newel posts 
and landings are designed and sold separately to 
complete this versatile staircase. (See Staircase 
Options page 9). The Kensington staircase is ideal 
for both indoor and outdoor installations. 
An ideal use for this cast iron staircase is garden steps, 
where the Kensington can be integrated into the 
decorative ironwork of the project. Whether for 
public buildings, commercial renovations or private 
residences, the Kensington adapts well to any project.
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Riser panel
Tread

Steel support channel

Left side panel

Bottom left side panel

A note about building codes: 
Codes vary across the country. Consult your local authority. 
Steptoe & Wife Antiques Ltd. guarantees the Steptoe ® staircase 
for materials only; there is no representation or warranty other 
than for the quality of the materials supplied. We are not 
responsible for incorrect or inappropriate installation.

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s
Width: 4’ (1220 mm); can be increased or 
decreased (custom charges apply).
Rise: 7” (178 mm). Run: 11” (275 mm). 
Weight: 120 lbs. (54.5 kgs.) per complete riser
(includes tread, riser, 2 side panels).
Standard Steel Channel: 6” (152 mm) width.
Finish: Satin powder coated black. 
Optional zinc powder primer is available for 
exterior applications, for an additional charge. 
Instructions: All hardware and complete 
assembly instructions are provided with each 
staircase kit.

o p t i o n a l  p a r t s
A selection of stock and custom components (balus-
ters, handrail, newel post) is available to complete 
and customize the Kensington installation. Refer 
to Steptoe’s price sheet for a more comprehensive 
listing of these optional parts. 
Landings: Custom cast aluminum or steel plate 
landings can be made to each job’s specifications.
Alternatively, a local carpenter or metal fabricator 
can prepare the landing from a wide range of 
materials. 

Custom designs can be fabricated in our factory. 
Steptoe welcomes your drawings and suggestions.



8



s
t

a
i

r
c

a
s

e
o

p
t

i
o

n
s

Landings, balconies, newel posts, railings and handrails: these are just some of the wide range of customized 
products Steptoe offers to clients to complete the job. Many staircase projects do not stop at the top stair but rather
require a number of additional fabricated components to finish the project to the customer's satisfaction. 
Steptoe reviews the customer's drawings or sketches and a full written price quotation is provided prior to the
order being placed. Our experienced staff is ready to assist in all aspects of the ordering and delivery process.

9 s t e p t o e & w i f e a n t i q u e s l t d .

One New York City restaurant project, for example,
included two large irregular shaped cast aluminum 
balconies combined with brass fireman’s pole to
allow the bartenders to quickly descend to each level.
This complete structure, along with three flights of
Albany staircase, was shop-fabricated and finished,
and shipped to the site for contractor installation. 

Landings may be as simple as a small square or 
rectangular shaped platform necessary to exit the
stairwell. Steptoe uses modular cast aluminum
plates (24” x 48”– 610 mm x 1220 mm) to create 
these landings. Larger sizes require steel frames onto
which the plates are secured. Decorative front facer
panels are provided to give the final structure an 
integrated finish. (See double row facer panels in
Kensington photo on this page).

No two projects are the same. Even though Steptoe 
staircases are assembled on site from stock 
components, each installation looks unique. This 
is accomplished by using different layouts for the
entrance and exit. A variety of results are achieved
by varying the use of landings, newel posts, railings
and handrail material. Optional handrail material
available from Steptoe includes brass and steel tube,
molded cover rail, bronze extrusions and wood.
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Custom designs can be fabricated in our factory. Steptoe welcomes your drawings and suggestions.
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1. Custom gate with arched fixture brackets add 
a stylish grace to this residential entranceway.

2. Exterior railing: The simple elegance of a straight
length rail of steel pickets, enhanced with ornamental
collars, neatly frames this residential property.

3. Interior railing: Simple rail composed of
½” (13 mm) steel pickets decorated with ornamental 
elements, featuring a stock forged panel. Note the use
of wood cap rail to complement the black ironwork.

4. Chanel Boutique interior: 
Example of designer-created, custom commercial 
interior railing. No stock parts used. Fabricated and
installed by Steptoe.

5. Lansdowne Bridge: Award-winning restoration 
of early 20th century cast iron and steel strap design 
railing. Hundreds of feet of existing rail were 
restored; hundreds of feet of newly fabricated rail
duplicating the original were added. New patterns 
were created for the cast iron newel posts as well 
as the 6” (152 mm) wide cast iron cap rail. This project 
was both fabricated and installed by Steptoe.

6. Exterior residential railing: An excellent example 
of the use of stock cast iron panels and cap rails, 
fabricated and finished to suit the restored exterior 
of a fine city home.

7. Coeur du Roi: Stock casting incorporated into 
multi-level commercial railing system.

1 .  r e s i d e n t i a l  g a t e

2 .  e x t e r i o r  r a i l i n g

3 .  i n t e r i o r  r a i l i n g

5 .  l a n s d o w n e  b r i d g e  d e t a i l

6 .  e x t e r i o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  r a i l i n g

4 .  c h a n e l  b o u t i q u e  i n t e r i o r


